160 years of Colorado National Guard History in the making
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Colorado National Guard has served our nation in wartime, defended our homeland and communities, and built local and global partnerships. The CONG’s 5,500 Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen are Always Ready, Always There. 
Mile High Militia born – The CONG dates to Jan. 23, 1860, when the 1st General Assembly of the Jefferson Territory authorized the formation of two military companies of Citizen-Soldiers - the “Jefferson Rangers”(on foot) and the “Denver Guards”(on horseback) to quell a lawless band of thieves known as the “Bummers.” The Bummers terrorized the community west of present-day downtown Denver during what became known as the “Turkey War.”  The newly sanctioned Jefferson Rangers were called upon to protect the city.  Lieutenant Edward Wynkoop, an important figure in the founding of Denver, led the Jefferson Rangers in the successful removal of the Bummers from the area.  After ejecting the “Bummers” from the community, under threat of hanging, both units disbanded but not for long.  
First Federal Campaign: Civil War – Colorado became a territory of the Union Feb. 26, 1861. William Gilpin, the first Governor, organized the “Colorado Volunteers,” the official Territorial Militia, for the defense of the territory and to oppose the looming invasion of Confederate forces during the Civil War. The 1st Colorado Volunteers met and defeated the Texas Confederates at La Glorieta Pass, New Mexico, March 23-25, 1862, ending the Confederacy’s plans to appropriate the mineral wealth of the West. Colorado’s 2nd Volunteer Cavalry also served with distinction against Confederates in Missouri and Kansas.  
First Disaster Response – On the night of May 19, 1864, flash flooding along Cherry Creek in Auraria, now downtown Denver, killed 15-20 people and caused $1M in property damage.  The Colorado Volunteers helped save many lives by pulling people out of the flood waters using a boat that they built by hand themselves.
Spanish American War – The CONG mobilized for the Spanish-American War and sailed for the Philippines June 14, 1898. Colorado units participated in numerous battles and were the first to enter and eventually capture the city of Manila. During this campaign the Colorado Guard’s only Medal of Honor recipient U.S. Army Lt. Col. William R. Grove earned the military’s highest honor for valiant action against the enemy. 
Border Threat – In June 1916, the CONG mobilized for Mexican Border service. They were stationed on the border of Arizona, protecting the area from Pancho Villa and his army until returning home in February 1917. 
World War I – The U.S. declared war against Germany April 6, 1917, and by the beginning of the following August, nearly all units of the CONG were mobilized for service in France. Colorado’s combat arms units provided replacements on the front lines as well as crucial artillery support in most of the major campaigns near the end of the war, including the Meuse Argonne campaign.    
Interwar Years – Between the great wars, the CONG aided local authorities during the Canon City Prison Riot of 1929, when eight prison guards lost their lives. No prisoners escaped. Also, the CONG was called up to secure the Colorado Border during a time when outlaws sought refuge after committing crimes in surrounding states. In 1937, during the Dust Bowl, a huge grasshopper infestation took place in the state, and the CONG was called up to quell that using flamethrowers fired from slow-moving trains, explosives, and other tactics.
World War II – CONG units served with pride in both European and Pacific theatres. Colorado provided a significant contribution to the liberation of Italy and southern France – eventually freeing prisoners from the notorious Dachau Labor Camp April 29, 1945, after 511 days in a combat zone and four beach landings as part of the 45th Infantry Division. The majority of Colorado’s artillery units served in the Philippine Islands for two years.
Birth of Colorado Air National Guard – Following the war, in June 1946, the 120th Tactical Fighter Squadron of the Colorado Air National Guard was federally recognized as the first Air National Guard unit in the nation, one year prior to the establishment of the U.S. Air Force in 1947.  The unit traces its lineage back to the 120th Aero Squadron, established Aug. 28, 1917, as part of the World War I American Expeditionary Force serving on the Western Front, making it the 120th the oldest ANG unit.
Minute Men – In 1953, the 120th Tactical Fighter Squadron organized an aerial demonstration team called the “Minute Men,” the first and only Air National Guard precision aerial demonstration team. At the height of its popularity, the “Minute Men” performed in more than 100 air shows for more than three million people in 47 states and five foreign countries. 
Other Conflicts and Operations – Elements of the CONG were recalled for Federal service in 1950 for the Korean Conflict, in 1961 during the Berlin Crisis, in 1962 for the Cuban Missile Crisis, and in 1968 in support of forces serving in Vietnam.  During the Vietnam Conflict, the 120th Tactical Fighter Squadron became the first Air National Guard unit to be called to combat duty as a whole, flying over 5,900 combat missions from Phan Rang Air Base in Vietnam. After the Cold War, the CONG mobilized for Operation Desert Shield/Storm in 1990-1991, by providing units on the ground in Saudi Arabia.  The CONG also supported  Operations Northern and Southern Watch, with fighter over-watch of northern and southern Iraq, preventing Iraqi airstrikes. CONG Special Forces units were sent to Haiti to help stabilize that country in 1994-1995. When the Balkans became a hot zone during 1999, Colorado’s air ambulance and military police units responded as part of Operation Joint Forge. 
Big Thompson Flood – In July 1976, while thousands of travelers came to Estes Park to celebrate Colorado’s 100th year of statehood, a violent rainstorm emptied over the head of the Canyon, causing the canyon to flood dramatically. 144 were killed, but many were rescued when the CONG conducted rescue operations using helicopters.
Aviation Schoolhouse – The High-Altitude Army National Guard Training Site in Gypsum, Colorado, was officially designated Oct. 1, 1986, to train helicopter pilots in power management at high altitudes.  Since then, HAATS has taught military rotary-wing pilots from the U.S. and allied nations.  HAATS has also assisted ground search-and-rescue teams to save hundreds of lives in Colorado’s high country using its hoist capabilities and supported civil authorities during wildland firefighting. 
Slovenia Partnership – Colorado’s enduring partnership with Slovenia through the National Guard State Partnership Program began July 14, 1993, less than two years after Slovenia's successful War of Independence against the former Yugoslavia.  The partnership is one of the oldest and most established SPPs and has included Operational Mentor and Liaison Team co-deployments to Afghanistan and exchanges and regional exercises that have expanded interoperability among NATO military partners.
First Citizen-Warriors in Space – The Colorado Air and Army National Guard were the first National Guard units to stand up around-the-clock space missions in defense of our nation.  The 100th Missile Defense Brigade in Colorado Springs stood up in 2003 to defend our nation from intercontinental ballistic missile attacks even before the Ground-Based Midcourse Defense System activated in 2004.  They use sensors that detect incoming missiles and, on order, fire ground-based interceptors to defeat the threat outside the Earth’s atmosphere in the mid-course of flight.  Airmen in Greeley and at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, provide around-the-clock, global space capabilities for our national defense.  They are part of the 233rd Space Group, the largest, oldest ANG space unit.  The 117th Space Battalion remains the only unit of its kind in the Army National Guard and represents 85 percent of ARNG space assets.  They provide Army Space Support Teams to combatant commanders, enhancing their intelligence and operational planning capabilities.  The unit has also provided imagery and analysis products to incident commanders for domestic emergencies ranging from Hurricane Katrina in 2005 to wildfires affecting our state.
Domestic Response – When directed by the Governor, the National Guard responds during domestic emergencies, supporting local, state, federal and tribal partners to save lives, reduce suffering, and mitigate great property damage.  Over the years, the CONG’s civil support team and joint counterdrug task force have assisted civil authorities with identification of suspicious substances and seizure of currency and illicit drugs, respectively.  The CONG has also helped with hundreds of search-and-rescue missions as well as responses to floods, hurricanes, wildfires, blizzards, a tornado, and even a grasshopper infestation. The State of Colorado used National Guard cyber capabilities to assist the Colorado Secretary of State’s Office to protect critical election infrastructure during two state-wide elections. CONG members have been called up for prison riots, pursuing escapees, bank robbers and murderers (including the Cortez Manhunt), as well as the tragic Columbine High School shootings. Additionally, our Soldiers and Airmen have been needed in support of large-scale state missions such as World Youth Day in 1993, G8 Summit in 1997, and the Democratic National Convention in 2008.   Through the CONG’s Red Ribbon Program, CONG members have educated more than a hundred thousand Colorado youth in drug prevention awareness.
Operations since 9-11 – Hours after the attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon Sept. 11, 2001, Colorado Soldiers and Airmen activated as part of Operation Noble Eagle, guarding sensitive sites across the state (including Denver International Airport) while dedicated aircrews protected Colorado’s skies in support of Operation Noble Eagle, a mission that continues today.  Following the 9/11 attacks, every deployable unit in the Colorado Guard has been mobilized (some more than once).  Thousands of CONG Soldiers and Airmen have deployed for overseas contingency operations, including a Cyber Protection team that deploys its assets for the warfight.
Jordan Partnership – Colorado was the first state to partner with a Middle Eastern nation through the SPP.  This SPP is the only state partnership in the Levant Region of the Middle East.  Since 2004, Colorado has conducted hundreds of military-to-military exchanges with Jordan.  This enduring, strategic partnership has helped maintain regional stability amid a Syrian civil war and refugee crisis and the threat from Daesh, or ISIL, and other terrorist groups.
10th Mountain Returns to Colorado – Colorado’s flourishing ski industry began when 10th Mountain veterans returned to Colorado after the war, putting their mountain warfighting experience and skills to work once again.  The famed U.S. Army 10th Mountain Division came home to Colorado when the 1st Battalion, 157th Infantry, Colorado Army National Guard became the third infantry battalion under the Vermont National Guard’s 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team March 22, 2016.  The 86th was an associated unit of the 10th until 2019.  
Israel Partnership – Since 2016, Colorado has participated in the National Guard’s partnership in homeland defense cooperation with Israel’s Home Front Command.  Exchanges focus on best practices for domestic response missions, including interagency coordination.
National Guard Arctic Interest Council – Colorado joined 16 other states and the National Guard Bureau to sign the charter for the first National Guard Arctic Interest Council in January 2017.  The CONG is the NG AIC member state leading the development of specialized equipment for U.S. forces deployed in extreme cold weather with deep snow or ice to protect U.S. national security interests in the rapidly transforming arctic region.
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